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Highlights

Exchange of views on the priorities of the Bulgarian Presidency

The new President of the Agriculture Council, Bulgarian
Minister Rumen Porodzanov, will present to AGRI Members
the priorities of the Council Presidency for the first semester
of 2018 on Tuesday 23 January at 14.30. Those priorities
include the preparation of the future CAP after 2020, the
debate on the next Multiannual Financial Framework, the
current market conditions in a number of sectors, the need
to reinforce farmers’ position in the food supply chain, the
preparation of trilogues on the Integrated Farm Statistics
and Medicated Feed files, as well as the international
bilateral and multilateral trade negotiations affecting
agriculture.
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European Court of Auditor’s Special Report  on Rural Development Programming

Janusz Wojciechowski, Member of Chamber I of the
European Court of Auditors (ECA), will present to AGRI
Members the findings of an ECA Special Report on Rural
Development Programming (23 January at 16h). The report
examines whether the objective of the EU strategic
framework for 2014-2020 to focus more on results was
actually achieved. It makes some recommendations in
order to improve the next programming process.

Exchange of views on Initiative Report on “The Future of Food and Farming”

Members will hold a first exchange of views on an own
initiative report on the Communication on “The Future of
Food and Farming”, for which Herbert Dorfmann (PPE, IT) is
rapporteur. The Communication outlines the main
elements of the future CAP and thus the rationale for a well-
funded policy based on significant share of the EU budget.
An external study on the Communication launched by EP
services will be presented on 16 May.

Work in progress

A European One Health Action Plan against Antimicrobial Resistance (AMR)

Matt Carthy (GUE/NGL, IE) will present to fellow AGRI
Members a draft opinion on the new EU Action Plan to fight
antimicrobial resistance, which clearly states that factors
such as inappropriate use of antimicrobials in both human
and veterinary medicines, the latter also in combination
with medicated feed, make antimicrobials less effective and
ultimately useless. ENVI as lead committee aims to include
AGRI amendments and intends to vote on 16 May.
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Implementation of the Plant Protection Programme Regulation EC/1107/2009

Rapporteur Peter Jahr (PPE, DE) will present his draft
opinion on the implementation of the 2009 Plant
Protection Programme Regulation. The lead committee is
ENVI, which is drawing up an implementation report on this
piece of legislation. A related study is being prepared by the
European Parliament Research Service (EPRS).

Votes

Prospects and challenges for the EU apiculture sector

Tuesday morning’s votes will start with the own-initiative
report on "Prospects and challenges for the EU apiculture
sector" for which the rapporteur is Norbert Erdös (PPE,
HU). The political agreement covers 486 amendments by
the AGRI committee, as well as 53 suggestions by the ENVI
Committee.

The next MFF: Preparing the Parliament’s position on the MFF post-2020

The following vote will be on a draft opinion by Sofia
Ribeiro (PPE, PT) on “The next MFF: Preparing the
Parliament’s position on the MFF post-2020”, for which the
rapporteur has put forward 8 compromises. A total of 135
amendments will also be put to the vote. The lead
committee for the file is BUDG.

Reform of the European Union’s system of own resources

AGRI will also vote on a closely-related draft opinion by
Nicolà Caputo (S&D, IT) on Own Resources, in other words
the revenue side of the Multiannual Financial Framework
(MFF). A total of 64 amendments have been submitted and
5 compromises drawn up. BUDG is also leading on this file.
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Lagging regions in the EU

The next vote will be on a draft opinion by the rapporteur
Viorica Dăncilă (S&D, RO) on Lagging regions for which the
rapporteur has put forward 9 compromise amendments. A
total of 79 amendments will also be put to the vote. The
lead committee for the file is REGI.

2016 discharge: EU general budget - Commission

A total of 34 amendments have been tabled to the draft
opinion by Karin Kadenbach (S&D, AT) on the discharge for
the EU general budget for the year 2016. Two compromise
amendments have been proposed to ease the vote. The
vote in the lead committee (CONT) is expected to take place
in March 2018.

Next committee meetings
21 February, 9.00 – 12.30
22 February, 9.00 – 12.30 and 14.30 - 18.30 (Brussels)
8 March, 9.00 – 12.30 (Brussels)

Useful links
AGRI website Calendar of AGRI meetings
Webstreaming EP Press releases on agriculture
Meeting documents Minutes of previous meetings
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